
She had purchased a first-class ticket and was sitting in the first-class car when a conductor 

asked her to move to the car for African Americans. When she refused the crew forced her off 

the train. She sued the railroad and won five-hundred dollars. The decision was reversed by a 

higher court. 

Wells was enraged by what happened to her and began writing about race and politics in the 

south. Her articles were published by African American newspapers and other African American 

publications. 

When a friend was lynched she wrote about his death and began to write about the lynching of 

other African Americans. She spent two months traveling the South gathering information on 

lynching.  A detailed report of her findings was published in an African American newspaper run 

by Thomas Fortune, a former slave. She also began lecturing abroad to drum up support for her 

crusade. In 1893 she published “A Red Record,” a detailed report on the number of blacks lynched 

in American. In 1898 she led an anti-lynching protest in Washington, DC and appealed to 

President William McKinley to make reforms. 

Later in her life Wells fought for women’s suffrage and started the first African American 

kindergarten in her community. She was also one of the co-founders of the National Association 

for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 

Ida B. Wells died on March 25, 1931 in Chicago, Illinois. 
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Ida B. Wells is best known for her anti-lynching crusades 

in the late 1800s. 

She was born into slavery on July 16, 1862 in Holly Springs, 

Mississippi. Shortly after her birth President Abraham 

Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation. She 

attended Shaw University but had to stop to care for her 

siblings when her parents died from yellow fever. She 

lied about her age and was able to find work as a 

teacher to support her family. 

Wells began writing about the mistreatment of African 

Americans and the injustices they faced when she was 

forced off a train that was going between Memphis and 

Nashville. 


